
THE ACTS OF US
42 - A Tale of Two Trials 

ACTS 24:1-27
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TWO TRIALS?
• In Acts 24, the Apostle Paul is on trial as an insurrectionist.  
• For many this chapter seems clear. But there is more 

going on here than meets the eye.  
• There are actually two trials.  
• In the first trial, it is really Jesus who is on trial.  
• The second trial comes as Felix and his wife listen to Paul. 

Felix himself becomes the accused. Mankind is on trial 
here. 

• Let’s take a look and see what these two trials are really 
all about…
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The State (of Man) vs. God
• ACTS 24:1-23 
• The Jew present Paul as an insurrectionist: stirs up riots, 

ringleader of a sect, profaned the temple. 
• It’s not really Paul on trial but Jesus (God). Similarities in 

the trial of Paul and the trial of Jesus. 
• It’s easy to point a finger at Jews but in reality we all put 

God on trial. 
• Ge 3:1-5… half truths and doubt… we want more. 
• Paul was on trial because of his belief in Jesus. (Ac 9:1-19; 

John 15:18,20; Mt 12:20) 
• So if you were on trial for your faith in Jesus today, Would 

they have enough evidence to convict you?
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God vs. The State (of Man)
• ACTS 24:24-27 - In the last 4 verses God flips it trial. 
• Instead of a verdict, we see another trial. This time, Paul 

puts Felix on trial.  
• Paul talks about faith in Christ, reasoning about 

righteousness, self-control, and the coming 
judgement.  

• Felix is alarmed because of his many sins… But Felix 
doesn’t do anything about it. 

• Ps 14:1, 53:1 - “NO GOD” 
• What is verdict in your trial? Do you have room for Jesus?
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• The outcome of both trials are important.  
• God is holy and just. Man is sinful and corrupt.  
• Man is guilty and deserves to die (Ro 3:23; 6:23). And 

God’s justice demands the price be paid.  
• But God is also loving. He gave his own son, Jesus to pay 

the penalty for our sins (Jn 3:16; Ro 5:28).  
• All we have to do is plead guilty and accept Jesus as our 

savior.  
• So what is the verdict? Will you choose life with Jesus or 

not?
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