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ACTS 21:17-40
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LIFE HAPPENS!
• Life happens. There are certain risk in just going outside.  
• But there are also risk in our faith with Jesus Christ.  
• Jesus warned us to count the cost (Lk 14:25-35).  
• Paul accepted the risk as he returned to Jerusalem (Acts 

21:17-41).  
• We have been “blessed” in the USA not to have the 

challenges and persecutions that others are facing for 
their faith the world over. But we should be aware of these 
risk and be prepared. 

• Today let’s take a risk assessment of our faith:
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THE RISK OF  
INTERNAL CONFLICT

• One of the biggest issues addressed in the scriptures is 
UNITY- (Ep 4:3) 

• The first obstacle that Paul faces is fellow believers! 
• Conflict can almost always be solved with cooperation. 

Paul cooperated because it did not conflict with his belief. It 
wasn’t a problem. 

• Paul was pleased to do this (1 Co 9:22) 
• We can only work together in unity when we are willing to 

put the needs and interest of others first.
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THE RISK OF  
EXTERNAL OPPOSITION

• We often think that the opposition works under the same 
rules we do…but they don’t. 

• Opposition can easily manipulated and incited the crowds 
to their cause. 

• As Christians, we are supposed to rise above all this (Jn 
15:18; Mt 5:43-45; Mt 5:11-12) 

• No Christian should be so secure that they find themselves 
unprepared to stand firm in faith to the very end.
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THE RISK OF  
PHYSICAL HARM

• I think one thing that we gloss over in this story is the 
physical beating that Paul endured. 

• The soldiers were trying to get Paul  wanted to share his 
testimony in spite the physical danger. 

• James 1:12 says, “Blessed is the one who perseveres 
under trial because, having stood the test, that person 
will receive the crown of life that the Lord has 
promised to those who love him.” 

• The true test of trust in Jesus is living the Word of God in 
the face adversity.
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THE RISK OF  
SPIRITUAL FAILURE

• Satan uses his “fiery darts” to get us to compromise or fail 
(Ep 6:10-18). 

• Our war is not against flesh and blood but against spiritual 
forces.  

• The problem is most Christians don’t put on ALL the armor 
and pray so they “flinch or flee” when the arrows fly. 

• Paul was covered… prepared by the spirit, fellowship, and 
prayer before he ever got to Jerusalem. 

• Are you prepared for the spiritual attacks that come from 
Satan and his forces (Jn 8:44). 

• We can only stand firm under spiritual attack when we put 
on the full armor of God and pray.
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RISK ASSESSMENT
• It’s just like taking a risk assessment before a buying a 

house, securing a loan, or investing in stocks… so you 
can be prepared and secure. 

• We need to make an assessment of the risk of our faith to 
enable us to be prepared to face any situation and stand 
firm.  

• Following Christ is not about real estate on this earth… it’s 
about a forever home with Him in heaven.  

• Are you longing for a forever home with Jesus? Now is the 
time to make a decision to follow Jesus all the way.
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