
THE ACTS OF US
38 - THE LORD’S WILL BE DONE 

ACTS 21:1-16
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THE LORD’S WILL BE DONE
• For the Christian, knowing and desiring to “be in God’s 

will”  is one of the most crucial issues.  
• It can be tough to know exactly what God’s will is for our 

lives.  
• But it gets even more complicated when we put well-

intending friends and family in the mix. We should commit 
all our deeds to God (Pr 16:2-3; 12:15; 19:20; Ja 4:13-17).  

• Paul was committed to follow the Holy Spirit’s lead but his 
friends, and coworkers are telling him differently. (AC 
21:1-16). 

• Today I want to give you three simple ways to know and 
follow the Lord’s will.
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PURSUE KNOWING GOD!
• The Psalmist David reveals that he seeks to know 

God (Psalm 27:8). 
• Paul didn’t really know God until he met Jesus on the 

Damascus road, a personal relationship with Jesus made 
ALL the difference.  

• From that time on Paul threw away everything in his life to 
make room for Jesus (Phi 3:8; Acts 20:14) 

• So often the reason we don’t know and follow the will of 
God is that we really don’t know God. 

• We need to empty ourselves out and fill our lives with 
Jesus. 

• Knowing God’s will starts with knowing God.
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TRUST THAT GOD IS WORKING 
AND GUIDING YOU!

• The Psalmist David trusted the Lord and knew that it was God 
who would lead him in the right way (Ps 23:3) 

• Paul knew that the HS was leading him to go to Jerusalem (Ac 
20:23-24)  

• When the Lord works and guides you you must not resist. 
• Paul was compelled by the HS and ready to go… and even die 

(Acts 21:13) 
• God’s work must be completed in you no matter who says 

otherwise. “The Lord’s will be done.” (Acts 21:14) Shouldn’t 
that have been the driving force all along? 

• As we seek to know God’s will for our lives, we cannot 
separate trusting the Lord for each step (Ph 1:6). 

• Knowing God’s will means trusting him to guide you all the way.
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ASK GOD FOR WISDOM!
• Paul never passed up the opportunity to pray (Acts 20:36; 

21:5). 
• If you want to know God’s will your need to ask. 
• The Bible reminds us to ask for wisdom… and anything else 

we need (Ja 1:5; Mt 7:7-8) 
• These verses reveal the heart of a good God who desires 

that His people ask Him for things.  He knows how to “give 
good gifts to those who ask Him” (Mt 7:11). 

• Scripture is full of foundational truths we can know about 
living rooted in God’s will.  

• Knowing God’s will requires two-way communication. - Read 
his word and pray.
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NO FORMULA NEEDED
• Sometimes we look for easy formula’s and recipes for 

Christian living.  
• But knowing God’s will comes from knowing God and 

giving ourselves as a living sacrifice that transforms our 
minds from worldly thinking into Godly thinking (Ro 
12:1-2). In other words, It’s not a method… it’s a lifestyle. 

• God’s design for your life is simple (Ep 2:10). Live to do 
good through Jesus.  

• Living for Jesus starts with a decision to follow his will no 
matter where it leads you.
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