
SERMON NOTES: 
The ACTS of Us:  37 - Parting Is Such Sweet Sorrow 
Text: Acts 20:13-38; Various 
Date: 10-18-2020  Beaver Creek Christian Church 

William Shakespeare wrote the beautiful words, “Parting is such sweet 
sorrow.” We all know the pain of being separated from a love one. There is 
a sweetness in the love and memories. There is sorrow for the loss we 
feel. Paul is on his way back to Jerusalem but he stops in Miletus and calls 
for the Ephesian elders to join him. In his final thoughts and prayers for 
them we find some important point for you and I to apply to our lives (Acts 
20:13-38). 

1. SERVE WITH HUMILITY (vs 19; 2 Co 11:16-12:10; Ph 2:1-11; Cl 
3:23-24). 

2. BE DILIGENT WITH THE GOSPEL MESSAGE (vs 21-24; Ro 
1:14-17). 

3. KEEP WATCH (vs 24-35; Mt 7:15-16; 2 Pe 2:1-3; Re 2:2) 

There is deep sorrow in this passage. His message is vitally important: 
Serve Humbly, Be Diligent, Keep Watch. Paul knows that this most 
likely will be the last time he sees these men. Hard times lie ahead…
maybe even death. 
But there is also sweet hope and encouragement for us. Sorrow and 
hardships are temporary in the scheme of eternity. Those who are in 
Christ will not be parted forever.  
We want to invite you to be a part of the sweet side… knowing that 
there is an eternal home for you with Jesus Christ.
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